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REPORT 

of 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  CHAIRIIAN  AND  PEM3ERS  OF  THE  BLTOESS  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


I have  the  honoiir  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1958. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  9.94  and  this  figure  when  adjusted  gives 
a corrected  Death  Rate  of  10.73  which  compares  with  11.7  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  8.33  as  compared  with  22.5  for  England 
and  Wales. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Stott, 
who  has  recently  retired,  v/as  still  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
area.  I will  endeavour  to  include  in  this  report  those  matters  which  I 
consider  he  would  have  wished  to  bring  to  your  notice. 


IMMFNISATION  AGAINST  DIFHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  TETANUS. 

Although  the  County  Council  has  been  responsible  for  the  administra- 
tion of  this  scheme  since  1948  the  County  Medical  Officer  has  delegated 
the  duties,  in  connection  with  local  arrangements,  to  your  Piedical  Officer 
of  Health.  Towards  the  end  of  1957  the  County  Medical  Officer  intimated 
that  proposals  for  centralising  the  service  were  to  be  considered  by  the 
County  Council's  Health  and  Housing  Committee  as  it  was  felt  that  there 
would  be  a saving  in  expense  if  the  scheme  were  administered  from  County 
Hall. 


Dr.  Stott  wrote  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  giving 
details  of  the  jocal  arrangements  and  suggested  that  the  centralising 
of  the  service  would,  in  his  opinion,  lead  to  extra  expense  and  might 
cause  considerable  inconvenience  to  all  concerned.  The  County  Council 
agreed  to  the  service  being  administered  locally,  for  the  time  being, 
but  suggested  that  the  matter  be  reconsidered  when  Dr.  Duke  retired. 

In  No\/6mber,  1958,  matters  were  brought  to  a head  when  the  iriimunisation 
clerk  resigned  and  it.  became  necessary  to  transfer  all  diphtheria 
immunisation  records  to  County  Hall.  The  local  arrangements  for  actual 
immunisation,  however,  remained  unchanged  and  Dr.  Duke  continued  to 
attend  clinics  until  he  and  Dr.  Stott  retired  at  the  end  of  February,  1959. 
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Prior  to  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Stott’s  successor  it  was 
suggested  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  that  the  new  District  M.O.H. 
should  devote  3/iiths  (three  half-days)  of  his  time  to  County  duties. 
This,  it  was  claimed,  wo\ild  enable  the  District  M.O.H.  to  carry  out 
diphtheria  immunisation  and  other  work  for  the  County,  if  required, 
within  his  district.  This  policy  was  approved  by  the  three  District 
Councils  concerned  and  came  into  force  in  May,  1959* 


VACCINATION  AGAIHST  SmLLPOX. 

In  this  district  vaccination  is  mainly  carried  out  by  the  family 
doctors.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe  from  figures  available  in 
1957  that,  compared  with  the  country  as  a whole,  parents  in  Mid-Sussex 
are  still  fairly  conscious  of  the  importance  of  vaccination  against 
smallpox. 

One  fortunately  hears  very  little  of  this  disease  at  the  present 
time  but  an  occasional  case  is  still  imported  from  abroad  and  causes 
considerable  anxiety  in  the  area  in  which  it  occurs.  The  best 
protection  against  smallpox  is  undoubtedly  vaccination  and  the  public 
are  reminded  that  in  many  countries  a certificate  of  recent  vaccination 
must  be  produced  before  entry  is  permitted.  Parents  who,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  are  anti-vaccinationist  in  their  attitude  or,  merely 
forget  to  have  their  children  vaccinated,  are  also  reminded  that, 
although  the  risks  of  primary  vaccination  in  infancy  are  very  small 
indeed,  the  risks  attaching  to  primary  vaccination  at  a later  age  are 
increased,  particularly  during  adolescence  and  early  adult  life.  In 
view  of  the  increasing  prevalence  of  air  travel,  both  for  business  and 
pleasure,  it  is  worth  while  remembering  that  vaccination  is  now  an 
essential  requirement  in  Diany  countries  subscribing  to  the  World  Health 
Organisation.  The  child  viiose  parents  have  had  the  foresight  to 
ai'range  for  primary  vaccination  in  infancy  may  we31  have  reason  to  be 
grateful  to  them  in  adult  life  should  be  be  required  to  travel  to  any 
counti^’'  where  successful  vaccination  is  an  essential  prerequisite  of 
entry , 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOPgELITIS. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  administers  this  Scheme  and 
my  department  co-operates  ty  distributing  leaflets  and  forms  and  also 
by  giving  information  to  parents  on  request.  Full  particulars  will, 
no  doubt,  appear  in  the  Report  of  the  C. M.O.H. 

In  October  195S  the  scheme  was  extended  and  became  available  to 
all  people,  up  to  and  including  those  of  25  years  of  age,  and  to  all 
Fncpectant  Mothers. 


- 3 - 


INFEOTIOlTvS  DI3E/L3E. 


Diphtheria 

Again  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  total  number  of  notifications  was  61  and  the 
number  of  deaths  8. 

Measles 


Ninety-four  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  280  in  1957.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  town  since  1955 
when  three  paralytic  cases  were  notified. 

Vlhoooin^r  Cough 

Twenty-three  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  compared  with 
25  last  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

In  England  and  Wales  there  were  7,921  cases  notified  and  27  deaths. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  mortality  figures  with  that  of  diphtheria. 
In  recent  years  whooping  cough  and  measles  would  seem  to  have  superseded 
diphtheria  as  a cause  of  death  in  young  children.  The  mortality  rate 
from  whooping  cough  has,  however,  fallen  considerably  over  the  years 
and  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  is  only  ^•/27th  of  the  figure 
far  1948  when  there  were  748  fatal  cases  in  England  and  Wales.  Mass 
immionisation  and  improvements  in  medical  treatment  have  undoubtedly 
been  the  main  contributory  factors  in  reducing  the  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease. 


IASS  R/iDIOGRiiPHY  SURVEY. 

The  Unit  visited  Burgess  Hill  in  May  1958.  I am  indebted  to 
Dr.  Rigden,  the  Director,  for  the  following  analysis  of  the  figures 
resulting  from  the  Survey. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  persons  x-rayed  . . 

808 

872 

1680 

Number  recalled  for  large  films  . . 

36 

29 

65 

Analysis  of  abnormal,  large  films: 

(a)  Tuberculosis  requiring  treatment 

or  close  clinical  supervision 

^ 1 

- 

1 

(b)  Tuberculosis  requiring  occasional 

clinical  supervision  • • • • 

2 

1 

3 

(c)  Malignant  disea^se  • • • • 

- 

- 

- 

(d)  Csrdio-vascular  disea.ses  •• 

3 

6 

Number  (per  1,000  persons  x-rayed)  in  Burgess  Hill  with  tuberculosis 
requiring  treatment  or  close  clinical  supervision  ..  0t5B. 

When  the  Unit  last  visited  Burgess  Hill  in  1956  no  cases  of  active 
tuberculosis  were  discovered. 

The  Director’s  report  on  the  work  of  the  East  Sussex  Mass  Radiography 
Unit  during  1958  presents  some  interesting  facts  concerning  the  incidence 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  East  Sussex.  The  number  of  cases  requiring 
treatment  or  close  clinical  supervision  (per  1,000  persons  x-rayed)  for 
the  whole  of  East  Sussex  was  1.93  and  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
those  with  the  most  significant  tuberculous  lesions  was  as  follows i- 

Amongst  both  males  and  females  there  was  a peak  in  the  16  - 25  age 
group  where  the  number  of  cases  requiring  treatment  or  close  clinical 
supervision  reached  2.49  per  1000.  The  rate  fell  during  the  next  decade 
and  then  rose  steadily  amongst  males  to  a sharp  peak  in  those  aged  60 
or  over,  where  the  number  of  cases  rea^uiring  treatment  or  close  clinical 
supervision  reached  4.53  per  1000. 

The  figures  for  the  group  16  - 25  emphasise  the  importance  of  the 
present  policy  whereby  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  (B.C.G.)  is  made 
available  to  young  people  before  they  leave  the  somevjhat  protected 
environment  of  the  schools  for  workshops  end  offices.  The  scheme  for 
B.C.G.  vaccination  is  administered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 


CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG  AND  Slv£)KING. 

Lung  cancer  deaths  in  England  and  Wales j- 


1940 

5,000 

1948 

11,648 

1952 

14,218 

1956 

18,186 

1958 

19,809 

This  year  there  were  3 deaths  from  cancer  of  the  l\ing  in  this 
district,  two  less  than  last  year. 

During  the  first  half  of  this  century  the  mortality  due  to  cancer 
of  the  lungs  has  increased  forty -fold.  An  eminent  worker  in  this  field 

considers  that  this  increase  has  now  reached  epidemic  proportions  to  the 
extent  that  6 out  of  every  100  males  die  of  this  disease.  In  heavy 
cigarette  smokers  the  mortality  reaches  1 in  8.  A steady  increase  in 
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mortality  from  non-smokers  to  heavy  smokers  has  also  been 
reported  in  three  other  conditions. 

(1)  Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

(2)  Chronic  bronchitis 

(3)  Peptic  ulcer 

In  the  case  of  tuberculosis  it  is  thought  that  smoking  may  be 
an  important  cause  of  the  breakdown  of  healed  or  quiescent 
respiratory  tuberculosis  in  adults  and  may  also  account  for  a 
considerable  part  of  the  extensive  male  mortality  in  middle 
and  late  life.  Although  there  would  appear  to  be  ovendielming 
evidence  to  incriminate  cigarette  smoking  as  one  of  the  main  causes 
of  lung  cancer  it  is,  perhaps,  too  much  to  expect  a hardened  smoker 
to  give  it  up  completely  and  it  is  probably  more  important  that  the 
attention  of  young  people  should  be  directed  towards  the  hazards  of 
smoking  in  an  endeavour  to  prevent  them  from  adopting  a habit  which, 
onice  started,  may  be  very  difficult  to  break. 


COROMAHY  DISEASE. 


Nearly  16  per  cent  of  all  deaths  in  England  and  V/ales  were 
caused  by  this  disease  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  more  highly 
developed  countries  its  cause  and  prevention  present  a problem  which 
merit  a position  alongside  that  of  cancer.  Speculations  concerning 
causation  are  numerous  and  seem  to  point  mainly  to  three  different 
possibilities 


(a)  Physical  activity 

(b)  Diet,  particularly  fat  intake 

(c)  Emotional  stress 

Recent  figures  relating  to  occupational  mortality  have  shov/n  that  in 
men  aged  20  - 64  there  was  a very  definite  social  class  gradient  in 
mortality  with  the  highest  mortality  in  social  class  I (professional 
occupations)  and  the  lowest  mortality  in  social  classes  IV  and  V 
(semi-skilled  and  unskilled  occupations) . To  summarise  it  would  seem 
that  at  the  present  time  many  more  people  are  engaged  in  sedentary 
occupations  involving  a minimum  of  physical  effort  and  often  the 
intake  of  food  in  such  persons  is  greatly  in  excess  of  energy  require- 
ments. In  such  persons  emotional  stress  may  also  play  an  important 
part  in  the  development  of  this  disease.  In  the  prevention  of  such 
diseases  as  coronar;;/'  thrombosis  and  carcinoma  of  the  lung  future  control 
may  well  be  in  the  hands  of  the  individual  citizen.  In  1954  an  eminent 
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physician  expressed  the  view  that  if  the  prophylaxis  of  diseases  such  as 
coronary  thrombosis  meEint  missing  attractive  things  and  practising  austere 
measiires  the  propaganda  problems  would  become  really  fomnidable.  I have 
no  doubt  that  many  people,  when  faced  with  these  facts,  may  choose  to  take 
a chance  rather  than  be  made  miserable  by  an  excessive  preoccupation  with 
diet  or  ty  other  restrictions,  but  a moderate  attitude  towards  intake  of 
food  is  not  difficult  to  achieve  and  the  improvement  in  health  which 
usually  results  from  such  measures  is  surely  well  worth  while. 


HOUSING 

The  Council  is  aware  of  the  need  for  new  housing  in  the  district  and 
is  doing  what  it  can  to  meet  the  need  by  acquiring  land  for  building  purposes. 

In  the  urban  district  there  is  a considerable  residue  of  old  property 
vrfiich,  thoiagh  structuraJ.ly  sound,  is  badly  lacking  in  modern  amenities. 

Nluch  of  this  property  would,  I feel,  benefit  from  alteration  and  improvement 
with  the  creation  in  many  instances  of  additional  units  of  accommodation. 

Many  owners  are  I believe  ignorant  of  the  financial  assistance  which  may  be 
obtained  from  their  local  council  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  improvements 
and  conversions.  I siaggest  that  greater  publicity  might  be  given  to  the 
powers  which  the  local  authority  possess  under  the  Housing  Acts  to  assist 
owners  in  converting  old  property  into  modernised  dwellings  free  from  defects. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 


Our  efforts  to  maintain  the  standards  of  food  hygiene  were  continued 
during  the  year.  In  the  second  half  of  this  Report  lb?.  Hobson,  the  Public 
Health  Inspector,  has  given  details  of  improvements  and  repairs  to  food 
premises  which  have  been  carried  out  during  1958. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  SECTION  47 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1951 

It  was  necessary  to  deal  with  one  case  under  this  Section. 

In  November  it  was  reported  to  your  Medical  Officer  by  a resident  in 
London  Road  that  an  old  man  (Mr.  A.)  in  a neighbouring  cottage  was  ill  and 
incapable  of  looking  after  himself.  Your  Medical  Officer  visited  the  house 
the  same  morning  and  discovered  that  Nir.  A.  was  under  treatment  by  his  own 
doctor  vdio  had  arranged  for  him  to  be  admitted  to  hospital. 

Several  weeks  later  the  Health  Visitor  informed  this  department  that 
the  patient  was  returning  home  from  hospital  and  that  there  would  be  no  one 
to  look  after  him.  On  this  occasion  arrangements  were  made  for  his  immediate 


„ 7 - 


admission  to  an  Old  Peoples  Home  at  Uclcfield  and  as  Ilt,  A.  agreed 
to  this  move  it  was  unnecessaiy  to  use  our  powers  under  the  Act. 

A few  days  later,  however,  Plr.  A.  decided  to  discharge  himself  from 
the  Home  and  on  visiting  him  soon  after  his  return  to  Burgess  Hill 
your  Nedical  Officer  found  the  old  man  living  under  appalling  conditions 
It  was  suggested  to  lir.  A.  that  he  should  return  to  the  County  Council 
Home  as  there  was  nobody  to  look  after  him  but  he  refused  to  consider 
this  suggestion,  whereupon  your  liedical  Officer  consulted  the  old  man' s 
medical  attendant  who  agreed  immediately  to  the  suggestion  that  Mr.  A. 
should  be  removed  without  delay,  and  furnished  a certificate  accordingly 
Arrangements  were  made  for  a magistrate  to  attend  at  the  house  the 
following  day  and  in  due  coui’se  rlr.  A.  was  removed. 

Your  Medical  Officer  had  been  awai’e,  for  some  time,  that  Mr.  A. 
had  not  been  happy  at  Uckfield,  and  made  immediate  arrangements  for 
his  transfer  to  another  Home  as  soon  as  a vacancy  arose.  In  the 
meantime  liT.  A.  contracted  pneumonia  and  died. 

l^TER  SUPPLY 

1.  The  water  supply  of  the  district,  provided  by  the  Neviiaven,  Seaford 
and  Ouse  Valley  Water  Company,  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory  in 
quality.  There  has  again  been  no  shortage  of  water  during  the 
suLmer  months. 

2.  The  Company  carried  out  monthly  bacteriological  examination  of  the 
raw  water  and  all  were  satisfactory.  The  water  was  chlorinated. 

3»  The  supply  is  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

4.  There  was  no  evidence  of  the  supply  being  contaminated. 

5.  With  the  exception  of  three  houses,  all  are  provided  with  a piped 
supply  direct  to  the  house. 


On  behalf  of  Dr.  Stott,  I would  like  to  express  rry  thanks  to 
i''jr.  Hobson,  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  help  and  co-operation  in 
the  work  ox  the  department  and  for  the  particulai’s  which  he  has  supplied 
for  this  report. 

In  conclusion,  I am  sure  Dr.  Stott  would  wish  ms  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Cormittee  for  their  assistance 
during  the  year. 

I am,  i'ir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Seivant, 

D.  M.  RICHARDSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  EEldJIE  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

William  B.  Stott,  L.R.C.P.  & S.  (Edin. ) , 
D.P.H.  (Camb.) 

Retired*  28.2.59 

D.M.  Richardson,  M.R.C.S.Eng. , L.R.C.P., 
Lond.,  D.P.H.,  Ing. 
Appointed:  23.3.59 

Public  Health  Insoector 

-J.W.  Hobson,  M.A.P.H.I., 

Certified  Pleat  Inspector. 

Secret ar?/^  to  the  M.O.H. 

Iiiss  G.L.  Everson 

Clerk  to  the  M.O.H. 

Miss  J.Pi.  Lewry  (26.3.59)  Resigned 

Piiss  B.P.  Rackham  (23.3.59)  Appointed 

Clerk  to  the  P.H.I. 

Miss  M.  Jenner 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Simmaiy  of  Statistics  for  the  years: 


1956 

1957 

im 

Area  of  District, in  Acres  *. 

f • 

2,024 

2,024 

2,024 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  yeax 

12,230 

13,050 

13,480 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  .. 

♦ • 

£152,549 

£155,338 

£165,000 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

• • 

£594 

£600 

£640 

Density  of  Population  . . . . 

• • 

6.04 

6.45 

6.66 

Number  of  Houses  . . . . 

• • 

3,963 

4,156 

4,249 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• • 

17.25 

20.84 

16.91 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

♦ • 

9.95 

9.35 

10.73 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  . . 

• • 

18.96 

3.68 

8.33 

CAU.SES  OF  DEATHS  OF 

Il'JFAi'JTS 

UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

Cause 

Age 

1.  Pulmonary  Atelectasis  (Renal  Agenesis) 

• • • • 

1 hour 

2.  Bronchitis 

2 days 

^ 9 ^ 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  BURGESS  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6* 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Dijiitheria  . . 

Uhooping  Cough  . . 
Ijeningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Iteasles 

Other  infective  and 
Malignant  neoplasm. 
Malignant  neoplasm, 
Pialignant  neoplasm. 
Malignant  neoplasm. 


parasitic  diseases 
stomach  . . 
lung,  bronchus 
breast  . . . . 

uterus  . . 


Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleiikaemia 
Diabetes  • . . . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  .. 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza  . . . . . . 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  the  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nei±Lrosis  .. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  maI.formations  . . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  .. 

All  other  accidents  ..  .. 

Suicide  . . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males 


1 

3 


5 


8 

12 

2 

12 

3 
1 
2 
2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 


66 


Females 


2 

4 

2 

4 


16 

4 

2 

18 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 


5 

2 

1 


68 


Totals 
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MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BURGESS  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1 

(i)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatoiy 

sy^sijGin  ••  ••  ••  •• 

(Coronary  disease)  .. 

1958 

53  (39.5^) 

16  (11.9fc) 

(ii)  Cancer  (All  sites)  ..  .. 

(Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus)  .. 

a (15.6^0) 

3 ( 2.2fo) 

(iii)  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

♦ 

24  (17 ,1%) 

(iv)  Respiratory  diseases  . . 

11  ( 8,2%) 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

Births  and  Birth  Rate: 

The  following  table  shows  the  Births  registered  for  the  year  1958: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . . 

118 

114 

232 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . 

6 

2 

8 

Totals : 

124 

116 

240 

This  gives  a rate  of  17.80  per  1,000  population. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  is  16.91. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  stillbirths  .. 

4 

2 

6 

Legitimate  ..  ..  .. 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  .. 

•• 

•• 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate: 

The  following  table  shows  the  Deaths 

registered  for 

the  year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

66 

68 

134 

This  gives  a mortality  rate  of  9*94  per  1,000  population. 
The  corrected  death  rate  is  10.73. 
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GEIIERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities  t 

All  milk  and  water  samples,  infectious  disease  and  food 
poisoning  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Brighton.  Medical  practitioners  send  the  specimens  direct  to  the 
Laboratory,  and  they  receive  the  report  by  telephone,  a copy  of 
such  report  being  sent  to  this  office. 

^y  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  J.E.  Jameson,  Medical  Director,  for 
his  informative  reports  and  helpful  advice  on  many  occasions. 


Ambulance  Facilities: 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  now  removed  by  one  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society’s  ambiolances  stationed  at  Lavender's 
Garage,  Sussex  Road,  Haywards  Heath. 


Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases; 

Twenty-six  beds  are  available  at  the  Mid-Sussex  Isolation 
Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  twelve 
of  these  beds  are  in  a cubicle  block  and  the  other  fourteen  in  a 
block  consisting  of  two  main  wards  and  side  wards. 

A table  on  page  15  gives  particulars  of  admissions  during  the 

year. 


Smallpox} 

The  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Boai'd  state  that 
cases  of  smallpox  occurring  in  this  district  should  be  sent  to  the 
River  Hospitals,  (Long  Reach),  Dartford,  Kent. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE} 

Burgess  Hill 

CLINICS; 

Diphtheria 
Immunisation  . . 

Chest 

Orthopaedic 


Speech  Therapy  . . 

Child  Guidance  . . 


Eye  Refractions.. 
(School  Children) 

Minor  Ailments  . . 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CErlTRES 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mil  Road,  Burgess  Hill. 


Every  Thursd^  9*30-12  noon 
2-4  p.m. 
Dr,  attends  each  session. 
Toddlers*  session  every 
Thursday  morning. 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic,  1st  Friday  2 - 3.30  p.m. 

Mil  Road,  Burgess  Hill. 


Hayv/ards  Heath  Hospital, 
Haywards  Heath. 

Cuckfield  Ho  spit  a]., 
Cuckfield. 


Thursdays  9.30  a.m. 

appointment) . 
Every  Thursday  2 p.m. 
Diagnostic. 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic,  Tuesday  9 a.m.  - 12.30  p.m. 

Mil  Road,  Burgess  Hill.  Friday  9 a.m.  - 12.30  p.m. 

2 p.m.  - 4,30  p.m. 

Dr.  usually  attends  2nd 
Thursday,  2-4.30  p.m.  very 
rarely  4th  Thursday  2-4.30  p.m. 
(%■  appointment) 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic,  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays  9 a.m. 

Mil  Road,  Burgess  Hill  appointment) 


East  Gr instead; 

Moat  Road 


Every  Friday  10  a.m, 
(Qy  appointment) 


Burgess  Hill;  EVery  Monday  10  a.m. 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic,  appointment) 

Mill  Road 


Lewes; 

Castlegate  House 
Hove'.; 

33  Clarendon  Villas 

Haywards  Hea.th  Hospital, 
Haywards  Heath. 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road,  Burgess  Hill. 


Every  Wednesdjy  10  a.m. 
appointment) 

Tuesday  10  a.m.  Thursday 
10  a.m.  (^y  appointment) 

^y  appointment. 

Weekdays  (Ebndays  to  Fridays) 
9 a.m,  - 10  a.m. 


CLINICS  (Continued) 
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Dental 


E.3.C.C.  Clinic,  appointment 

Mil  Road,  Burgess  Hill. 


School  Clinic  . . 


* 


Family  Planning 


* 


Sub~Fe  rt il ity 


E. S.C.G.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road,  Burgess  Hill. 

F. S.C.C.  Clxmc, 
Oaklands,  Boltro  Road, 
Haywards  Heath. 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands,  Boltro  Road, 
Haywards  Heath. 


Dr.  IJaugh 

(Ey  appointment) 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  2 p.m 
Dr.  each  session 
(^y  appointment) 

1st  Wednesday  2.15  p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 
appointment) 


Venereal  Diseases  Facilities  available  at  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 

Brighton. 

Men  ..  ..  ..  Monday  4.30  p.m.  - 8 p.m. 

Wednesday  9.30  a.m.  - 1 p.m. 

Thursday  1.30  p.m.  - 4.30  p.m. 

Women  and  Children  ..  Tuesday  1.30  p.m.  - 4.30  p.m. 

Thursday  10  a.m.  - 1 p.m. 

Saturday  9*30  a.m.  - 11.30  a.m. 

New  cases  must  attend  at  least  one  hour  before  the  Clinic  closes. 


ANTE  NATAL  CLINlCS;  E.S.C.C.  Clinic,  Every  Tuesday  2 p.m. 

Mil  Road,  Burgess  Hill. 

These  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Family  Planning  Association. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


i 

1 

DISEASE 

1 

Total  cases 
notified 

Under  1 

1 

H 

1 

cv 

1 

1 

ON 

1 

10  - 14 

15  - 24 

vO 

1 

65  and  over 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

. 

_ 

. 

1 

2 

Measles 

94 

2 

7 

5 

3 

5 

30 

27 

9 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1 Whooping  Cough 

23 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

12 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

1 Totals* 

120 

3 

10 

6 

6 



42 

as 

10 

8 

- 

- 
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TUBERCULOSIS  — CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1958 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

1 

t 

1 

Groups 

Respiratory 

Non-Re spir at oiy 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory  | 

Males 

Females  ■ 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Niales 

Females  [, 

0-1 

_ 

— 

— 

. 

1-5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15 

— 

— 

- 



- 1 

15  - 25 

1 

- 

- 

25  - 35 

2 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

35  - 45 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

2 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

55  - 65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 
over 

1 

“ 

Totals 

8 

1 

2 

' 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS  1947  — 1958 


' 

Year 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

1947 

6 

1 

8 

1948 

4 

- 

3 

1949 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1950 

9 

- 

3 

- 

1951 

6 

1 

1 

1952 

7 

4 

- 

1953 

3 

1 

- 

2 

1954 

10 

1 

1 

- 

1955 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1956 

3 

- 

1 

- 

1957 

3 

1 

- 

1958 

10 

1 

Totals* 

1 

74 

11 

13 

^ i 
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THE  MID-SUSSEX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


I aril  indebted  to  the  Matron,  Miss  J.M.  Reid,  for  the  following 
particulars  of  cases  admitted  drrring  the  yearj- 


i 

DISEASE 

Gu.3kfield  Rural 

Di  strict 

Ciickfield  Urban 

District 

Burgess  Hill  Urban 

District 

East  Gr instead  Urban 

District 

Uckfield  Rural 

District 

Other  Districts  | 

o 

Observation  Poliomyelitis 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  B. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

10 

r 

- 

- 

1 

3 

19 

Observation  Dysentery 

1 

•• 

- 

- 

- 

1 

B.  Coli  Infection 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

8 

Measles 

- 

— 

- 

4 

- 

1 

5 

Measles  and  Chickenpox 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Vftiooping  Cough 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

7 

Mumps 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Chickenpox 

_ 

__ 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Rubella 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Tonsillitis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Hiai^'ngitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Vincents  Angina 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 i 

Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

— 

- 

— 

10 

16 

Totals 

i 

28 

10 

1 

4 

1 

28 

72  ! 



The  Cubicle  Block  allowed  seventeen  different  diseases, 
observation  cases  or  diseases  with  complications,  to  be  dealt  with. 


KiO^^ 


jil  .CTMBira?^ 

H '.  ■ ’ ^ ••'  ■"  ^ " ""  T-  -- — -•■  • r — .,---  , . « i 

</  — — ^ 

'itt-  ~ii»iio%"«<i^ca*!!w!^  •^-•'-  .aoijaJi  »At  oi  tsAWBU.-na  I MBSil 
I fi»  . . lo.ETaiwiijesLJSSfj 


■W  - ^ * 

t E>  I f 

- •■  h . j I 

w .4  I *1 

t •"'  ?y  g ] li  a 


- -j— *riw"»  . 

t J ' ■ '"■■  ■.-■ 

i ^ 

‘ cx 


'"  ".•‘■jil 


^i.:i 


-.  .«  -.'fW  w 

« 31*  ^ - a'  ■ ■ '!-sv  ■■ 

® ■ - a t j.  t .^2f  sejiaEitt 


’j  r^' 

.!•  vf  “ 


■}•: ' 


■•  'I  L't 


i 

■ •,«;^«;  p-  1 


s ^ 


if  iip!'  ’ 'St'i-  - ■ 

^ *’'*w  c f ; ' 'W'  -'"  pV* 


' \ ( 


4 I - > *•» 

"^■■4  i. 

• '■ 


•< 


;i« 


I 


.^ICV  lr*  i%i. 

r T > 

■*■  .i&-  •* 


4cv  ^,%i.*j  II V ,r.  ifc» 

>, 


i)ir,. 


L « ** 

! cl'  . ■*»-•.- 


fi’"  :■ /'^ 

I t ,.  ; 4,  ,“>  ■ - ^ .^•3.... 


C'  t 

li 


I ^ 1. 

■ r ./  I X - 

:.'^nT'  ; iX  1 

iWi  i *: 


I ‘ 
'••-;»  |-  /I 


“1^ 


‘^'  " ' ■ .:.,^v ...  ■ < . %uxxu«4 

' ' ■*- 

...  t 


%3Vtft  J |l,|‘  : 

. ..  •’*' 

xooftoaii^ldD  ^ 

--  -''jity-;'* 


C 


* X 


F - - 


•f  ! 

•"  M 

k i 

■■  .'v  .c-j  ,-k.  , 

[i  « 

L,.t»  >.  .iaiAp' 

-TT 

i 

r _ 7 '4 

X 

iV  ox 

i>\ 

4s;f 

' ' *:* 

' ■ r< 

■-fTC 

V* 


I !^..>  iriJW  '^Wb  «t  ” *'-'®*’ 

® j,  ■ i’,  I 

* * ■- » II.*  albb-ljc^  .■*  - ._  _ \ ^ J-  T ' ■ ' 

t '^  A 


.. ;:i., 


- 16  - 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


SUPiMARI  OF  VISITS  Ci.RRIED  OUT 


Dwellinghouses  inspected  198 
Revisits  carried  out  346 
Visits  made  as  Housing  Officer  270 
Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning  20 
Disinfections  2 
Meat  Inspection  389 
Food  Inspection  39 
Inspection  of  food  premises  82 
Movable  dvrellings  39 
Watercourses  17 
Factories  27 
Petroleum  Lets  52 
Pet  Animals  Act  1 
Smoke  Inspection  8 
Pest  Infestations  33 
Rats  and  Mice  (made  by  Rodent  Operator)  3418 
Swimming  Pool  5 
Unclassified  23 


Totel  Visits  4969 

These  figures  are  less  than  in  previous  years,  although  the 
niomber  of  premises  requiring  inspection  has  increased  considerably. 

A great  deal  of  time  nowadays  has  to  be  spent  inside  the  office, 
leaving  insufficient  tirae  for  the  proper  carrying  out  of  inspections. 
Many  of  the  "visits”  listed  above  were  limited  to  a particular  matter 
and  were  not  "inspections"  in  the  true  sense. 

SiiiPLES  TAKEN 


Water  (public  supply) 

Chemical  2 

Bacteriological  2 

Private  Well  — Bacteriological  1 

Swimming  Pool  — Bacteriological  1 

Ice  Cream  — Bacteriological  34 

Piilk  — Bacteriological,  Biological 

and  Phosphatase  98 


138 
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NOTICES 

Prelirdnary  notices  served  16 

, Statutory  notices  served 

Verbal  notices  given  26 


42 

LICENCES  ETC.  ISSUED 

Licences  to  keep  premises  as  a 

Slaughterhouse  2 

Licences  to  act  as  a Slaughterraan  6 

Licences  to  keep  a pet  shop  1 

Licences  to  store  petroleirm  30 

Licences  to  station  and  use  caravans  23 

Certificates  - means  of  escape  - 

Fjictories  Acts  3 


65 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS 

WiT,  MILK,  ETC. 

Number  and  type  of  food  premises: 


Grocery  and  provision  39 
Butchers  12 
Fishmongers  5 
Fruit  and  vegetables  11 
Cakes,  bread  and  confectionery  8 
Sugar  confectionery  20 
Hotels,  restaurants  and  cafes  17 
Canteens,  schools  and  institutions  16 


128 
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Nimber  and  type  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16 

Food  and  Drijgs  Let,  1955; 

For  ths  inamif acture  of  sausages  12 

For  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  1 

For  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  57 

50 

Nuraber  of  inspections  carried  buti 

Ice-creaiii  premises  14 

Bakehouses  9 

Slaughterhouses  6 

Catering  establishments  4 

Grocers  shops  23 

Other  food  shops  12 

Dairies  1 

But  cher s 10 

79  . 

hilk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949; 

Nuraber  of  Dairies  registered  5 

Wuinber  of  Distributors  on  Register  9 

Nuraber  of  Bottled  milk  only  4 

LICENCES  GR/IFTSD  UNDER  MILK  (SPEGI/.L  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULLTIONS,  1949 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers)  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Supplementary)  2 

Pasteurised  (Dealers)  3 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  2 

Sterilised  (Dealers)  1 

Sterilised  (Supplementary)  1 
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SAmiNGs 


Mika  (a)  Bacteriological  Examination 

Number  of  samples  taken  44 

Number  satisfactory  42 

Number  unsatisfactoiy  2 

(b)  Biological  tests  for  T«B.  etc. 

Number  of  samples  taken  17 

Number  satisfactory  16 

NuLiber  containing  tubercle  bacilli  0 

Number  containing  Brucella  abortus  1 

(c)  Phosphatase  test  for  Pasteurisation 

Number  of  samples  taken  32 

Number  satisfactory  32 

(d)  Turbidity  test  for  sterilisation 

Number  of  samples  taken  4 

Number  satisfactory  4 

Ice-cream:  BacteriologicaJ.  Examination 

Nmiber  of  samples  taken  34 

Number  satisfactory  (Grades  I end  II)  32 

Number  unsatisfactory  (Grade  III)  2 


NiE/iT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Slaughtering  and  meat  inspection 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district*  The  one 
in  regular  use  produces  most  of  the  meat  sold  in  the  town  and  some 
is  sent  outside.  The  other  slaughterhouse  has  only  been  used  for 
the  slaughtering  of  two  pigs. 

There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  animals 
killed,  the  total  being  4331.  i-11  animals  received  post  mortem 

inspection  and  again  much  evening  vrork  has  been  carried  out.  360 
visits  were  made  for  meat  inspection,  and  390  hours  worked  during 
evenings  and  weekends. 
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The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and 
the  meat  inspected  and  condemned. 


• 

Cattle 
excluding 
Cows  ^ 

Cows 

1 

Calves  i 

Sheep 

T and 
Lamos 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total  i 

! ITumher  killed 

1059 

50 

181 

1774 

1267 

f 

" 1 

4331  i 

I Number  inspected 

1059 

50 

181 

1774 

1267 

_ j 

4331  j 

1 All  diseases  except 

1 

} 

I 

1 

! Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

1 

i 

'ifhole  carcases 
j condemned 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- i 

i 

1 

4 

j Carcases  of  v;hich 
! some  part  or 
j organ  was  condemned 

52 

4 

2 

57 

30 

_ 

1 

1 

* 

1 

145 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculo- 
sis and  cysticerci 

4.91 

Qfc 

1.19 

3.38 

2.45 

3.44 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

8 

- 

- 

- 

11 

- 

19 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

.76 

- 

- 

- 

.87 

1 

.44 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

i 

* 

- 
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There  has  been  a very  significant  reduction  in  the  number  of 
animals  affected  by  tuberculosis.  No  carcases  were  totally  condemned 
and  only  a small  percentage  were  even  affected.  In  the  latter  half 
of  the  year  no  tuberculosis  whatever  was  seen.  This  remarkable  fact 
is  due  to  the  success  of  the  Area  Eradication  Scheme  undertaken  by 
the  i'-iinistry  of  Agriculturej  Fisheries  and  Food,  whereby  in  this  area 
all  bovine  animals  affected  with  T.B,  have  been  eliminated.  The 
effects  have  been  observed  in  the  reduced  rate  of  infection  in  pigs, 
due  to  the  elimination  of  tuberculosis  in  milk  and  on  farms  generally. 

The  incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  appears  to  remain  constant, 
but  of  the  eighteen  cases  found,  nine  had  only  degenerate  non-viable 
cysts.  Not  more  than  one  cyst  was  found  in  any  one  carcase. 

There  appears  to  be  a pressing  need  for  more  research  into  the 
mode  of  transmission  of  this  parasite  from  man  to  animal  and  greater 
stress  placed  on  the  importance  of  adequate  cooking  of  beef.  Reliance 
cannot  be  placed  on  the  detectioji  of  the  small  oyat  in  tho  course  of 
meat  inspection  at  the  slaughterhouse. 

The  total  amount  of  the  condemnations  at  the  slaughterhouse  was 
15'i'  cwts.  Last  year  it  was  nearly  5 tons. 

Inspection  of  other  Foods 

Thirty-nine  visits  were  made  to  premises  for  the  purpose  of  food 
inspection,  and  a total  of  3^  cwts.  of  foodstuffs  was  condemned. 

In  most  cases  these  visits  and  condemnations  were  made  upon  the  request 
of  the  trader  who  needed  a certificate  to  enable  a claim  to  be  made 
upon  his  supplier,  or  to  make  his  stock  records  balance.  In  some  cases 
a sepeirate  certificate  has  been  requested  for  each  class  of  article 
condemned  but  such  requests  have  not  been  complied  with,  as  it  was  felt 
that  this  was  making  a convenience  of  the  Inspector. 

Food  Hygiene 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  see  that  the  standards  already 
achieved  were  maintained  but  fewer  visits  were  possible  than  in  previous 
years.  Further  improvements  were  carried  out  in  some  premises  but 
there  is  a real  danger  that  standards  will  deteriorate  if  supervision 
is  relaxed.  It  is  disappointing  to  observe  that  in  the  confectioneiy 
trade  sales  have  been  found  to  increase  if  cakes  and  pastries  are 
exposed  to  the  interior  of  the  shop.  This  apparent  lack  of  concern 
for  food  hygiene  on  the  part  of  the  public  is  regrettable  as  it  has 
resulted  in  closed  window  displays  being  converted  to  the  open  type 
in  the  interests  of  trade. 
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MTS  Ai@  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

Mr.  S.W.  Cook,  the  Rodent  Operator,  has  continued  to  give 
good  service  in  dealing  v/ith  infestations  of  rats  and  mice.  ^Jhen 
not  engaged  in  actual  treatment  he  continues  with  a systematic 
survey  of  the  district  to  discover  fresh  infestations.  Most  cases 
however  are  reported  by  occupiers  of  premises. 

During  the  year  228  complaints  were  received  and  3418  visits 
made  to  1603  separate  premises.  131  infestations  of  rats  and  44 

of  mice  were  found  and  treated.  463  dea^d  rats  and  115  mice  were 

collected.  The  free  treatment  of  private  houses  has  been  continued, 
a charge  being  made  for  work  on  business  premises. 

The  refuse  tip  has  been  regularly  inspected  but  there  has  been 
no  serious  infestation.  Three  treatments  were  carried  out. 


CESS.P00L  EiiFTYIMG  AND  SEVJERAGE 

The  cesspool  emptying  scheme  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily 
during  the  year  and  approximately  106  emptyings  were  carried  out. 

Four  further  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  main  drainage 
system  and  the  use  of  cesspools  discontinued. 

During  1958  work  reached  an  advanced  stage  on  the  extension  of  the 
sewage  works  and  replacement  of  the  inadequate  outfall  sewer  and  there 
have  been  fewer  causes  of  flooding  due  to  surcharge  of  sewers  during  storms. 


HOUSING 

During-  1958  the  new  houses  in  The  Close  x^rere  completed  and 
occupied.  No  further  building  has  subsequently  taken  place  although 
the  Council  is  engaged  in  acquiring  more  land  for  this  purpose. 

One  requisitioned  dwelling  will  be  relinquished  when  the  present 
occupant  can  be  rehoused. 

k steady  flow  of  applications  for  housing  has  continued  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  is  taken  up  by  this  aspect  of  housiiig  work. 

Two  cottages  which  have  remained  unoccupied  for  several  years  were 
repaired  and  modernised  by  a private  person.  One  was  the  subject  of  a 
Closing  Order  which  was  revoked.  Only  one  dwelling  included  in  the 
Council’s  original  slum  clearance  programme  now  remains  occupied  and  is 
the  subject  of  an  undertaking. 


I 


- 23  - 

There  is  a considerable  hard  core  of  houses  50-80  years  old 
which  are  badly  lacking  in  modern  amenities.  Most  of  them  are 
occupied  by  tenants  and  it  is  regretted  that  there  are  as  yet  no 
powers  available  to  require  the  basic  amenities  such  as  artificial 
lighting,  baths  and  hot  water  systems  to  be  provided. 

There  were  six  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  during  the 
yeas?  all  from  owner/occupiers.  All  were  approved  but  in  two  cases 
the  applicants  withdrew.  This  feature  of  our  work  occupies  a 
considerable  tiirie  but  the  results  are  very  satisfactory  in  that  old, 
but  sernricable,  houses  are  being  given  a further  lease  of  useful  life 
as  an  alternative  to  gradual  deterioration. 

Six  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957  were  granted 
during  the  year.  Three  were  cancelled  upon  completion  of  the  necessary 
work . 


GLEAM  AIR  ACT.  1958 

The  remaining  provisions  of  this  Act  came  into  operation  during  the 
year.  The  object  is  of  course  to  reduce  the  pollution  of  the  air  by 
smoke,  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  danger  to  health  resulting 
from  atmospheric  pollution.  There  are  however  other  advantages  ouch 
as  the  reduction  of  dirt  on  buildings  and  furnishings  and  the  financial 
saving,  as  smoke  represents  waste  in  the  shape  of  unburnt  fuel,  and 
wasted  man  pov/er. 

At  present  the  Council  does  not  contemplate  the  creation  of  smoke 
control  areas  within  the  Urban  District  but  nevertheless  it  is  the 
domestic  open  fire  which  causes  most  of  the  smoke  pollution.  If  the 

public  can  be  induced  to  bujrn  only  smokeless  fuels  on  their  open  fires 
the  need  for  further  control  would  ha.rdly  arise. 

There  are  very  few  industria.!  sources  of  smoke  in  the  area  and  the 
largest  is  mainly ' outside  of  the  control  of  the  Council.  Certain 
processes  have  been  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act  as  there 
are  no  known  means  of  carrying  them  out  without  the  creation  of  a 
certain  amount  of  smoke.  Such  processes  have  been  placed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Ministry's  Alkali  Inspectorate  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  a satisfactory  liaison  has  been  established  with  these 
officials. 


PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS  ACTS, 1928  AND  1936 

The  above  Acts  together  with  various  Orders  and  Regulations  made 
thereunder  control  the  storage,  conveyance  and  use  of  petroleum  ^irit 
and  certain  other  highly  inflammable  substances.  The  purpose  of  this 
control  is  to  safeguard  the  public  and  persons  handling  and  using  them 
from  the  risks  attendent  upon  lack  of  care  in  dealing  with  these 
potentially  powerful  and  dangerous  substances. 
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In  this  district  there  are  at  present  30  premises  licensed 
to  store  petroleim  spirit  and  the  total  quantity  covered  by  licence 
is  25^770  gallons. 

During  the  year  a number  of  obsolete  petroleimi  pumps  were 
replaced  by  new  ones  and  some  additional  storage  tanks  and  pumps 
installed.  The  works  of  supervision  and  testing  of  these  installations 
is  accounting  for  a considerable  amount  of  our  time. 

L completely  revised  code  of  model  conditions  has  recently  been 
issued  by  the  Horae  Office  and  it  is  anticipated  these  will  be  put  into 
operation  in  I960.  To  enforce  compliance  with  these  new  requirements 
will  necessitate  still  more  attention  being  paid  to  this  work. 

FaGTORILS 


There  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  number  of  new  factories 
since  the  opening  of  the  Industrial  Estate.  This  has  necessitated 
a considerable  number  of  visits,  particularly  in  connection  with  the 
issue  of  Certificates  as  to  Meaus  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire  as  required 
by  the  Factories  Act.  I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  and  his 
Divisional  Fire  Prevention  Officers  for  the  assistance  given  in 
cerrj^ing  out  these  inspections  and  in  providing  reports.  The  required 
information  in  tabular  form  is  as  follows 

1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEi'XTH 


! 

Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Ins  pec*, 
tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i) 

i 

Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

9 

2 

(ii) 

! 

' 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

44 

24 

1 

(ill) 

1 

i 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
preraises) 

4 

2 

Totals 

57 



28 

1 

- 
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2 . CASES  IN  VMICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


-■■■1  ■■■i.i.., 

1 

No . of 

cases 

were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Nmber  of 
cases  in 

Pcjrticulars 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

\diich 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Found 

To  H.M. 

Inspec- 

tor 

^ h.M. 

Inspec- 

tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (3.1) 

mm 

Overcrowding  (3.2) 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature (S. 3) 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

_ 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

- 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

Totals 

1 

1 

- 

OUTVJDRK 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


r"""" — 

Nature 

of 

Work 

Number  of 
Outworkers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sec.  no 
(1)  (c) 

Number  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

Number  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

Number  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices  served 

Prosecutions 

j 

Wearing 

apparels 

Flaking  etc. 

4 

Cleaning  a.nd 
Washing 

- 

_ 

Sections  15  - 44 


Nil 
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CONCLUSION 


In  addition  to  the  duties  to  which  specific  reference 
has  been  made  there  are  several  other  enactments  such  as  the 
Agricultural  (Safety  Health  and  Vfelfare  Provisions)  Act^  1956| 
Rag  Flock  Act,  1951|  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952| 
Pet  Animals  Act,  1951|  Shops  Act,  1950,  etc.,  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  ’^/hich  this  department  has  been  made  responsible.  It 
has  unfortunately  been  necessary  to  liinit  the  attention  given  to 
these  matters  to  the  absolute  minimum. 


